The School with a Big Heart: The Story

of Odaléia Morais

Rogeria Castorina




Rogeria Castorina

Long ago in 1989, in the cozy neighborhood
of Barra, a visionary teacher named Nolia had a
big dream to build a place where every young
child could learn and play. In a humble wooden
shed provided by her own generous heart, she
opened the very first municipal kindergarten of
the neighborhood, calling it Little Heart of a
Child.
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Together with teacher Maria Aparecida,
teacher Nolia filled the makeshift room with
colorful paper cutout hearts, gentle songs, and
warm hugs. Even with simple wooden tables and
hand-painted chalkboard walls, the small shed
overflowed with happy giggles and bright
futures taking flight.
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As seasons passed and more children
arrived with hopeful eyes, the little school
expanded to a new temporary building on
Pirapanema Street. The children marched down
the neighborhood streets carrying their art
supplies, ready to turn another quiet space into

a vibrant garden of discovery.
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On a sunny morning in February 1991, a
brand-new official school building was unveiled
at the main square, welcomed by cheering
families. Under the caring leadership of Principal
Jussara, the model school bustled with five
bright classrooms and two sunny courtyards

filled with laughter across two daily shifts.



https://www.genstory.app/

By the year 2005, the school's heart had
grown so big that twelve full classes overflowed
with energetic students. To make sure no child
was left behind, neighboring community
buildings rented extra rooms, opening their
doors wide to welcome the swelling community

of eager learners.
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When the time came to rebuild a grander
home, the school spread its wings across the
neighborhood, holding temporary classes inside
the local church hall and community lodge.
Teachers carried book bags across paved streets,
turning the entire town into a living classroom

connected by love and solidarity.
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In 2007, a glorious three-story modern
building opened its doors like a castle of
knowledge, complete with nine spacious
classrooms and wide breezy courtyards. Sunlight
poured through large glass windows,
illuminating cheerful party halls where children

danced and shared their biggest dreams.
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To honor a legendary educator whose
devotion inspired generations, the school was
officially named Escola Municipal Professora
Odaléia Oliveira Morais de Azevedo. A shiny
sign proudly displayed the name at the main
entrance, standing as a tribute to remarkable

leadership and educational excellence.
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Bright banners waved high when famous
children's author Roseana Murray Vvisited,
reading poetry under the trees and filling the
courtyard with magical tales. The school earned
national honors for its inspiring management,
showing everyone how teamwork and creativity

can overcome any obstacle.
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Even when quiet, difficult seasons required
students to learn from home, the devoted team
of teachers sent handwritten lesson kits and
virtual smiles to every doorstep. Through every
change and triumph, the school that started in a
simple shed proved that a true home of learning

lives in the united hearts of its people.
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