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Four friends, Leo, Mia, Sam, and Chloe, are

huddled together in a giant, old wooden cabin.

Outside,  the summer night  is  ink-black,  and a

single, wonky lantern casts a warm glow on their

wide, slightly nervous faces. Their sleeping bags

are  scattered  playfully  around  a  central,  worn

rug.
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Mia  points  to  their  almost  empty  picnic

basket, its lid askew, showing only a few crumbs

and a lonely apple. Their exaggeratedly worried

expressions  show  they're  thinking  about  the

dwindling snacks, making their tummies rumble

loudly.
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Suddenly,  a  long,  drawn-out  hoot  echoes

from the forest outside, followed by the chirping

of crickets that sound strangely loud. Sam pulls

his  blanket  tighter,  his  eyes comically  wide,  as

the shadows in  the big  room seem to stretch

and dance.
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A soft,  whispering  "whoosh"  sound seems

to float through the cabin walls, followed by a

distant, eerie howl that makes Chloe jump. The

friends lean in closer to each other, their bodies

forming a comical, trembling pyramid of fear.
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The  old  grandfather  clock  in  the  corner

dramatically chimes two times, making everyone

gasp and clutch each other. The strange noises

intensify,  sounding  like  invisible  creatures

tiptoeing around their  big  room,  making their

hair stand on end.
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Leo, despite his wobbly knees, puffs out his

chest a little and whispers, "We're friends, we're

a  team!  We  can  be  brave  together!"  A  tiny,

determined  spark  lights  up  in  his  big,  round

eyes.
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Mia,  Sam,  and Chloe nod vigorously,  their

faces transforming from scared frowns to brave,

determined  smiles.  They  put  their  hands

together in a playful,  wobbly pile,  agreeing to

face the spooky night as one united force.
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They decide to tell silly stories, their voices a

little shaky at first, but growing louder with each

funny anecdote. Leo makes a shadow puppet of

a  dancing  monster,  making  everyone  giggle,

even though the whispers still linger.
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As  the  first  rays  of  morning  sun  peek

through the cabin windows, painting the room

in  soft,  cheerful  oranges  and  yellows,  the

mysterious "ghostly" sounds transform into the

gentle  creaking  of  the  old  house  and  the

rustling  of  leaves  outside.  The  friends  yawn

widely, their fears replaced by sleepy smiles.
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Relief washes over their faces as they realize

the  "ghosts"  were  just  the  wind  and  the  old

house  playing  tricks.  They  burst  into  laughter,

hugging each other tightly, ready for a new day

of  summer  fun,  their  friendship  stronger  than

ever.
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