Anagrace and the Cabbage Caper
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Anagrace walked into the sun-drenched
corner grocery store, her oversized patchwork
coat billowing behind her. The air was filled with

the sweet scent of ripe peaches and the earthy

aroma of fresh herbs.
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Her eyes landed on a magnificent head of
cabbage, its leaves a deep, vibrant green and
glistening with morning dew. It was the finest
vegetable she had ever seen, and she felt an

irresistible urge to take it home.
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She adjusted her spectacles and glanced
over her shoulder, watching the store clerk stack
apples in the distance. The store was busy, but
she felt a sudden, nervous flutter in her chest as

she moved closer to the produce bin.
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With a swift, trembling hand, Anagrace
scooped up the heavy cabbage and tucked it
deep inside the inner pocket of her coat. She
patted the fabric flat, hoping the round shape

wouldn't be too obvious to the other shoppers.
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She began to whistle a low, shaky tune as
she strolled toward the exit, trying to mimic the
gait of someone with nothing to hide. Every step
felt heavier than the last, and the cabbage

seemed to grow larger with every second.
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Just as she reached the sliding glass doors, a
tall clerk with keen eyes stepped into her path.
He offered a polite but firm smile, noticing the

strange, leafy bulge protruding from her
midsection.
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Anagrace froze in place, her face turning the
same shade of red as the nearby tomatoes.
Before she could say a word, the cabbage
slipped from its hiding place and tumbled onto

the shiny linoleum floor with a soft thud.
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The surrounding shoppers paused, their
whispers filling the air as Anagrace stared down
at the rolling vegetable. She felt a wave of regret
wash over her, realizing that her plan had been

foolish and wrong.
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The store manager approached and spoke
kindly about the value of integrity and the
community they shared. Anagrace listened
intently, her eyes filling with tears as she realized

the gravity of her mistake.
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Though she left the store without the
cabbage, Anagrace carried something much
more valuable home with her that day. She
walked with her head held high, determined to

always choose the path of honesty in the future.
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