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Deep within the Orchard of Eternal Bloom,

Pippa the Strawberry Sprite and her friends are

busy  decorating  the  Great  Oak.  They  hang

lanterns made of glowing dew-drops and weave

garlands of jasmine for the surprise party.
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The  centerpiece  of  the  celebration  is  a

magnificent  three-tier  cake  made  of  whipped

cloud-cream and wild forest berries. It sits atop

a polished toadstool,  smelling of  sweet  nectar

and summer sunshine.
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Suddenly, a mysterious gust of wind blows

through  the  orchard,  extinguishing  the  dew-

drop  lanterns  and  plunging  the  clearing  into

darkness.  The  fairies  flutter  their  wings  in

confusion  as  a  strange  rustling  sound  echoes

through the leaves.
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When  the  glow-worms  relight  the  area,  a

collective  gasp  fills  the  air.  The  toadstool  is

empty, and the beautiful Berry-Cream Cake has

completely vanished, leaving behind only a few

scattered crumbs and a sticky blue smudge.
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Pippa notices a trail of iridescent blue juice

leading away from the party and into the thick,

tangled  brambles.  With  a  brave  flutter  of  her

wings, she rallies her friends to follow the sticky

clues into the unknown woods.
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The  search  party  flies  through  the

Whispering  Vines,  where  the  leaves  murmur

secrets of a heavy guest passing through. Pippa

spots a giant, fuzzy yellow shape moving behind

a cluster of oversized bluebells.
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They discover Barnaby the Giant Bumblebee

tucked away in a hollow log, looking very guilty

with cream all over his fuzzy face. He is cradling

the remains of the cake, looking more sad than

mischievous.
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Barnaby  sniffles  and  explains  that  he

smelled the sweetness and felt lonely watching

the  fairies  prepare  for  their  party.  He  didn't

mean to steal it, but he just wanted to feel like

he was part of the celebration.
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Pippa smiles kindly and realizes that a party

is better with more friends, even big, fuzzy ones.

The  fairies  use  their  magic  to  gather  fresh

berries and whip up a new, even larger feast for

everyone to share.
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As  the  moon  rises  high,  the  fairies  and

Barnaby  dance  together  under  the  glowing

lanterns. The orchard is filled with laughter and

the sweet taste of friendship, making it the best

surprise party ever held.
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