The Truth That Set Leo Free
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Leo was playing with his favorite red ball
inside the cozy living room, even though he
knew the rules about indoor play. Suddenly, the
ball bounced too high and knocked over his
mother’s favorite blue vase, which shattered into

many pieces on the floor.
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Panic filled Leo's heart as he looked at the
broken glass scattered across the wooden floor.
Instead of calling for help, he quickly swept the
blue shards under the edge of the colorful rug,

hoping no one would notice his mistake.
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Later that afternoon, Leo’s mother entered
the room and noticed the empty spot on the
side table where her vase usually sat. She asked
Leo if he had seen it, and with a trembling voice

and downcast eyes, he told her he didn't know

where it was.
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As the evening went on, Leo found that he
couldn't enjoy his dinner or play with his toys
like he usually did. Every time he looked at his
mother, he felt a strange, heavy lump in his
chest that made him feel very uncomfortable

and sad.
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Leo watched from the shadows of the
hallway as his mother searched behind the
curtains and under the furniture for her missing
vase. She looked worried and tired, and Leo
realized his lie was making her search for

something that was already broken.
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The weight of the secret finally became too
much for Leo to carry any longer. He walked
slowly into the kitchen where his mother was
working, took her hand, and asked her to come

with him back to the living room.
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Leo reached down and lifted the edge of the
rug to reveal the broken blue pieces hidden
underneath. He looked up at his mother with
tears in his eyes and confessed that he had
broken the vase and lied about it because he

was scared.
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Instead of being angry, Leo's mother knelt
down to his level and wrapped him in a warm,
gentle hug. She explained that while the vase
was special, his honesty and integrity were much
more valuable to her than any object in the

world.
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Together, they carefully used a dustpan and
brush to clean up the shards of glass so the
floor would be safe for everyone again. Leo felt
a sense of relief as they worked side-by-side,
learning that taking responsibility for his actions

was the right thing to do.
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That night, Leo went to bed feeling light
and happy, the heavy lump in his chest
completely gone. He realized that telling the
truth is always better than hiding a mistake, and
he fell asleep knowing that his mother loved

him for his honesty.
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