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Tarek stands at the edge of the living room,
watching his father read an old book under the
soft glow of a desk lamp. The heavy silence
between them feels like a physical wall, thick
with unsaid words and vyears of growing

emotional distance.
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A memory flashes back to Tarek's teenage
years, where a younger, energetic father stands
with open arms, trying to offer advice. Tarek,
consumed by youthful pride, turns away and
shuts his bedroom door, leaving his father

standing alone in the dimly lit hallway.
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In another memory, the family gathers
around a lively dinner table, filled with laughter
and warmth. Tarek sits quietly, staring at his
plate and ignoring his father's attempts to start
a conversation, deliberately choosing to retreat

into his own isolated world.
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Back in the present, Tarek watches his father
struggle to open a tightly sealed jar, his hands
trembling slightly with age. The sight hits Tarek
with a sudden wave of sharp reality, making him
realize how much time has passed while he was

busy being distant.
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Tarek steps closer, noticing for the first time
the silver strands completely overtaking his
father's hair and the deep lines etched into his
weathered face. Every wrinkle tells a story of
hard work, sacrifice, and a quiet grace that Tarek

had taken for granted for far too long.
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He recalls a recent heated argument where
he used sharp words disguised as 'intellect and
logic,' wounding his father's gentle heart. The
memory of his father's silent, pained expression
makes Tarek's chest tighten with deep,

suffocating regret.
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Tarek walks over to the window and looks
out at the rainy night, realizing how his foolish
pride and stubbornness kept him from showing
the love he always felt inside. He knows that
underneath his defiant exterior, his soul has
always secretly chased his father's approval and

pride.
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Turning back toward the armchair, Tarek
makes a firm decision to tear down the walls of
silence he built over the years. He walks over
slowly and kneels beside his father's chair,
placing his hands gently over his father's fragile,

wrinkled hands.
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With tears welling in his eyes, Tarek looks up
into his father's wise, warm eyes and whispers a
long-overdue, heartfelt apology for all the
closed doors. The father smiles softly, a single
tear slipping down his cheek, instantly washing
away years of accumulated pain and unspoken

tension.



https://www.genstory.app/

Mohamed Elbakatoushy

The room is filled with a warm, golden light
as Tarek leans in to embrace his father tightly,
anchoring himself in the love he almost lost. He
vows in his heart to do whatever it takes to
bring joy to his father's remaining days,

rebuilding their bond stronger than ever before.
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