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Leon and Maria arrive in the rural village of
Nagrebcan after a long journey from the
bustling city of Manila. As they step off the
horse-drawn carretela, Maria looks around with
wonder at the lush trees and quiet landscape,
marking her first step into a completely new

world.

THE ARRIVAL - A CYBERPUNK JOURNEY
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Leon’s father watches from the veranda with
a stern and thoughtful expression, wondering if
this city girl can truly adapt to their humble
lifestyle. He decides to observe her closely from
a distance, devising subtle tests to see if she
possesses the grit and humility needed for

provincial life.
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Maria moves with a natural grace that
fascinates the local villagers, who whisper about
her elegant city clothes and refined manners.
Despite her sophisticated appearance, she
shows a genuine curiosity about the village
routines, eager to prove she is more than just a

visitor.
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For her first task, Maria is asked to fetch
water from the village well, an unfamiliar chore
that requires physical effort she isn't used to.
Though she is nervous, she holds the heavy pall
firmly and walks carefully, showing a quiet
determination that impresses the curious

onlookers.
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Inside the family home, Maria begins

learning the daily chores, from sweeping the
dusty yard to helping in the busy, smoke-filled
kitchen. When she accidentally spills some rice,
she doesn't get frustrated but instead smiles and
cleans it up immediately, earning a small, secret

nod of approval from Leon's father.
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The ultimate test arrives when Maria is
asked to milk a cow, a task that initially fills her
with a moment of fear and hesitation. Leon
watches anxiously from the sidelines, but Maria
takes a deep breath and succeeds, showing that
her spirit is stronger than her city upbringing

suggests.
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As the days pass, Maria's kindness and
willingness to learn begin to melt the initial
skepticism of the community. She treats every
villager with genuine respect, bridging the gap
between her urban past and her rural present

through her polite manners and hard work.
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Leon feels a surge of relief and pride as he
sees his father finally smile while watching Maria
interact warmly with the neighbors. The tension
that hung over their arrival begins to dissipate,
replaced by a growing sense of belonging and

mutual respect within the household.
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During a festive village gathering, Maria

S /A

me & joins the local women in preparing traditional

dishes over an open fire in the lively outdoor
setting. She laughs and shares stories with her
new friends, no longer a stranger from the city

but a welcomed member of the Nagrebcan

community.
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Leon's father officially welcomes Maria into
the family with a warm hand on her shoulder,
recognizing her inner strength and adaptability.
Leon and Maria look out over the beautiful
provincial sunset together, ready to build their

new life in a place that finally feels like home.
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