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A heavy knock echoes through the house,

and  Leo  opens  the  front  door  to  find  a

mysterious,  glowing  envelope  waiting  on  the

porch. Inside, a shiny paper shimmering with an

official golden seal announces that Leo has been

selected for  a special  program to journey into

outer space.
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Strapped  tightly  inside  the  cockpit  of  a

massive  rocket  ship,  Leo  feels  a  thousand

butterflies fluttering wildly in his stomach as the

final countdown begins. With a tremendous roar

and a flash of bright orange flames, the rocket

blasts  off,  shaking  the  ground  as  it  pushes

toward the sky.
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The  roaring  engine  fades  into  absolute

silence as the rocket pierces through the clouds,

and the sky outside shifts from brilliant blue to a

deep, velvety black. Leo unbuckles his seatbelt

and  instantly  floats  up  toward  the  ceiling,

laughing as  he flips  gently  in  the  zero-gravity

cabin.
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Peering out the massive glass window, Leo

gazes at the twinkling stars scattered across the

dark like glittering diamond dust. He traces the

lines  of  ancient  constellations,  realizing  that

although these eighty-eight patterns look close

together from Earth, they are actually light-years

apart in the vastness of space.
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Looking back at  the beautiful  blue planet,

Leo watches Earth rotate on its tilted axis while

revolving around the glowing sun. He reflects on

how this gentle dance creates the four familiar

seasons of spring, summer, autumn, and winter

across the northern and southern hemispheres.
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Leo  remembers  the  ancient  Noongar

people,  who  tracked  six  distinct  seasons  by

listening to the language of the land rather than

a calendar. From the scorching heat of Birak to

the rainy winter of Makuru, they observed the

behavior of animals and the blooming of plants

to live in perfect harmony with nature.
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The  rocket  drifts  past  the  glowing  Moon,

allowing Leo to admire its shifting phases as it

orbits Earth on a slight tilt. He watches the silver

light transition from a thin waxing crescent to a

magnificent,  glowing  full  moon,  all  carved  by

the light of the distant sun.
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Leo  visualizes  the  invisible  tug-of-war  of

gravity,  the  universe's  greatest  magnet,  which

keeps the Moon orbiting Earth in a smooth, oval

path.  He  observes  how  the  combined

gravitational pull of the sun and moon creates

the dramatic high tides of the spring tide and

the gentle, narrow waters of the neap tide.
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Gazing closer at the Earth, Leo notices the

subtle  twenty-three  point  five  degree  tilt  that

brings life and rhythm to the world below. He

marvels at how a single twenty-four hour spin

creates  day  and  night,  while  a  full  journey

around the sun marks a whole year of life and

growth.
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Suddenly, a shadow falls over the spaceship

as  the  Moon moves  directly  between the  Sun

and  the  Earth,  creating  a  breathtaking  solar

eclipse. Leo watches the sun's fiery crown glow

in  the  darkness,  knowing  that  his  spectacular

space  journey  has  forever  changed  how  he

views his beautiful home in the cosmos.
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