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James, the eldest of seven children, kneels

by the edge of a shimmering river after a long

day  of  chores.  Among  the  wet  pebbles,  he

discovers three mysterious gold coins that seem

to glow with a light of their own.
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Thinking  of  his  family's  empty  pantry  and

tired faces, James tosses the first coin into the

water and wishes for a magnificent mansion and

a massive farm. He closes his eyes tight, hoping

his wish will change their lives forever.
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In a flash of light,  the humble mud hut is

gone,  replaced  by  a  towering  stone  manor

surrounded  by  endless  golden  fields.  James

gazes at the grand estate in awe, believing all

their troubles have finally vanished.
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When James enters the grand hall, he finds

his siblings dressed in fine silks, but their eyes

are  distant  and  cold.  They  talk  of  riches  and

status, having lost every memory of the happy,

simple life they once shared in the small hut.
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Hoping to bring his parents the honor they

deserve, James returns to the river and uses the

second coin to wish they were the leaders of the

village. He watches the coin sink into the depths,

leaving a trail of sparkling bubbles.
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James  returns  to  find  a  massive  palace

where the manor once stood, with his parents

seated  on  high  golden  thrones  as  King  and

Queen.  They  wear  heavy  crowns  and  jewels,

looking  down  at  their  subjects  with  stern,

unrecognizable expressions.
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When  James  tries  to  hug  his  mother,  she

pulls away in confusion and asks the guards to

remove the strange boy from the throne room.

Heartbroken,  James  is  cast  out  of  the  palace

gates and left alone in the cold village streets.
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Sitting on a cold stone bench, James realizes

that the grand palace feels empty without the

warmth  of  his  family's  recognition.  He  misses

the  sound  of  his  brothers'  laughter  and  the

gentle way his father used to tell stories by the

fire.
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Desperate to fix  his  mistake,  James rushes

back to the riverbank and clutches the very last

magical coin in his trembling hand. He whispers

a wish for everything to return to the way it was,

valuing love far more than any kingdom.
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The  palace  dissolves  like  mist,  and  James

finds  himself  standing  before  the  old,  familiar

mud hut.  His mother runs out with a smile of

recognition and pulls him into a warm embrace,

and James sighs in relief,  knowing he is finally

truly home.
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