The Arrival of Islam

Maluku

Zia Areta Salsabila

The Spices of Faith
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The sun rises over the vast Maluku
archipelago, casting a golden glow on the
turquoise waters where the world's most
valuable spices grow. Ancient maps reveal the
Intricate trade routes connecting these remote
islands to the distant lands of Arabia, Persia, and

Gujarat.
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In the bustling ports of Ternate and Tidore,
the air is thick with the fragrance of cloves and
nutmeg, known as the Spice Islands to the
world. Local merchants and foreign traders

haggle over precious cargo, creating a vibrant
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tapestry of global commerce and cultural
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exchange.
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Muslim traders from Arab lands and Gujarat
arrive on wooden dhows, bringing not just
goods, but a new way of life and faith. They
settle in the coastal Vvillages, interacting
peacefully with the locals through trade, shared
meals, and deep respect for the indigenous

customs.
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In the quiet corners of the port, scholars
and merchants discuss the teachings of Islam
with curious locals, emphasizing peace and
equality. These bonds strengthen through
Intermarriage and community service, allowing
the message of faith to weave naturally into the

fabric of Maluku society.
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Sultan Zainal Abidin of Ternate returns from
his studies in Java, bringing a renewed vision for
his kingdom under the principles of Islam.
Within the stone walls of the royal palace, he
leads his people toward a new era of
governance, blending traditional Maluku

authority with Islamic law.
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Across the islands, the sound of the call to
prayer begins to rise from the first traditional
mosques, built with distinctive tiered roofs and
local timber. Families gather in the evenings to
learn the Arabic-Malay script, marking a new
chapter of literacy and spiritual growth for the

common people.
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The coastal communities transform into
centers of religious learning, where the values of
Islam are harmonized with the ancient traditions
of the sea. Men and women adopt new styles of
dress influenced by Islamic modesty, yet
uniquely Malukan in their colorful patterns and

fabrics.
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Education flourishes in suraus and mosques,
where the youth study the Quran alongside the
history of their ancestors. This intellectual
awakening influences everything from the legal
systems of the Sultanates to the artistic

expressions found in local calligraphy and music.
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The peace is challenged as massive
Portuguese galleons appear on the horizon,
seeking to monopolize the spice trade through
force. The Sultanates of Ternate and Tidore
stand firm, defending their faith and their land
from colonial expansion in a tense struggle for

sovereignty.
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As the sun sets over a historic seaside
mosque, the legacy of Islam in Maluku remains
as enduring as the spice trees themselves. The
story of the Spice Islands is a testament to the
peaceful spread of faith and the rich, diverse
heritage that defines the Indonesian

archipelago.
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