
Drip's Incredible Journey: The Tale of
the Water Cycle

Stacey Saunto



Stacey Saunto

1

Drip  rested  peacefully  in  the  clear  blue

expanse  of  the  sunlit  ocean,  feeling  warm  as

golden  sunbeams  danced  across  the  waves.

Suddenly,  the solar heat transformed Drip into

invisible water vapor,  lifting him gently off  the

water's surface. Up into the crisp sky he floated,

leaving  his  salty  home  far  behind  during

evaporation.
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As  Drip  drifted  higher,  he  met  millions  of

tiny  water  vapor  particles  soaring  up  from

glittering  lakes  and  lush  green  forest  leaves.

Warm  air  currents  carried  them  like  a  giant

skyward elevator,  soaring into the atmosphere.

Together,  they  looked  down  at  the  vast

patchwork  of  emerald  trees  and  winding  blue

rivers far below.
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High  in  the  chilly  upper  atmosphere,  the

cold  air  caused  Drip  to  shiver  and  condense

back  into  a  tiny  liquid  droplet.  He  clustered

together  with  countless  icy  friends  around

specks  of  dust,  clinging  tight  in  the  breeze.

Soon, they gathered into a fluffy, white cotton-

ball cloud drifting gracefully over high mountain

peaks.
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Driven  by  strong  winds,  the  cloud  floated

across miles of bustling countryside and rolling

green hills. More and more droplets joined Drip,

crowding together until the bright cloud turned

dark gray and heavy with moisture. Drip felt the

cooling air grow thick and knew it was time for

the next big step in his voyage.
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Gravity  pulled  gently  at  Drip,  and  with  a

thrilling splash, he plummeted out of the sky as

a  sparkling  raindrop.  He  tumbled through the

windy  air  alongside  millions  of  droplets  in  a

refreshing  summer  shower.  Below  him,  the

thirsty  dry  earth  reached  up  to  welcome  the

falling precipitation.
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Drip landed softly on the rich soil of a high

mountain  meadow  and  sank  deep  into  the

welcoming  ground.  Filtering  slowly  through

layers of gravel, sand, and smooth stones, he felt

naturally  purified  by  the  earth.  Underground

streams  cradled  him  gently  as  he  traveled

through the quiet darkness as groundwater.
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Eventually, the underground path squeezed

Drip out through a bubbling freshwater spring

on  a  steep  hillside.  He  splashed  into  a  fast-

moving mountain stream, tumbling over smooth

rocks  and  past  forest  creatures.  The  roaring

stream  merged  into  a  wide  river  that  carried

Drip swiftly down into the valley.
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Drip  journeyed  along  the  winding  river,

passing green farmland, thick woods, and busy

towns along the banks.  He danced in  swirling

currents  and  leaped  over  churning  waterfalls,

flowing steadily downstream toward the coast.

Day by day, the river widened and slowed as it

approached its final destination.
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At last,  the river poured out into the vast,

sparkling ocean, reuniting Drip with his ancient

sea  home.  He  swirled  happily  into  the  salty

waves, embracing the endless blue depths and

reuniting  with  sea  life.  He  felt  refreshed  and

complete,  right  back  where  his  grand  journey

had first begun.
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As the morning sun rose bright and warm

above the ocean horizon,  its  rays  warmed the

water surface once again. Drip felt that familiar

light,  weightless  tickle,  realizing  his  cycle  was

beginning  all  over  again.  He  smiled,  ready  to

soar back into the sky to keep the earth full of

life.
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