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Kaelen,  a  sixteen-year-old  scout  clad  in

simple  black  leather  armor,  navigates  the

uncharted  depths  of  the  abyssal  underworld

alongside  his  giant  black  bat  companion.  The

great  beast  boasts  a  ten-foot  body  and  a

massive  twenty-foot  wingspan  that  glides

silently through the shadows of the giant open

cavern. All  around them, towering dark jagged

rocks  jut  from the ground like  ancient  broken

teeth.
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As  they  descend  deeper  into  the

subterranean  world,  Kaelen  notices  strands  of

strange  iridescent  fur  caught  on  sharp  stone

spires. The air turns cold and thick with tension,

signaling  that  an  ancient  predator  slumbers

somewhere in the dark cavern expanse. Kaelen

leans forward against the bat's velvety back, his

keen eyes scanning the shadows.
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Ditching stealth, the great black bat swoops

low over a misty cavern floor while Kaelen draws

his simple longsword from its sheath. The boy's

expression grows determined and slightly tense

as he grips the bat's harness firmly with his left

hand. With his blade raised in his right hand, he

prepares for the inevitable clash.
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Out from behind a massive basalt formation

steps a colossal subterranean rat, standing fully

twelve feet tall. Its thick white fur glows with a

strange  iridescent  shimmer  beneath  the  dim

cavern light. The monstrous rat bares its razor-

sharp incisors and flexes its  giant sharp claws,

ready to defend its subterranean realm.
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The giant black bat tilts  its  leathery wings

and  accelerates  into  a  sharp  dive,  swooping

straight down through the dark subterranean air.

Kaelen stays bent low over the bat's back with

his legs positioned securely behind the wings to

maintain balance. Wind roars in his ears as they

hurtle directly toward the white beast.
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The iridescent white rat rears up on its hind

legs among the jagged boulders, glowing pink

eyes  locked  onto  the  approaching  aerial

attacker. It raises its massive claws into the air,

poising itself  to strike down the bat  and rider

with  a  single  lethal  blow.  Undeterred,  Kaelen

holds  his  longsword  at  the  ready,  his  grip

tightening as the distance closes.
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Flying at terrifying speed, the black bat roars

a high-pitched echo into the cavern as it closes

the final gap. Kaelen leans into the velocity, his

eyes  fixed  on  the  rat's  exposed  chest  while

holding his sword steady in his right hand. The

rider and his beast move as one, bound by total

trust amidst the looming danger.
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In a blinding clash of motion, the great bat

veers sideways at the last second, avoiding the

rat's crushing claw swipe as it shatters the stone

floor.  Kaelen strikes swiftly with his iron blade,

cleaving  across  the  monster's  raised  arm  to

deflect its deadly reach. The giant rat screeches

in  surprise,  recoiling  back  against  the  cavern

wall.
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Loose jagged stones crash down around the

subterranean rat as it retreats into the shadowy

recesses  of  the  massive  cavern.  Taking

advantage of the updraft, the black bat tilts its

wings upward and climbs triumphantly into the

cavern ceiling. Kaelen lowers his sword, exhaling

a deep breath as the immediate danger passes.
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High  above  the  cavern  floor,  Kaelen

sheathes  his  longsword  and  gently  pats  the

great  bat's  neck  in  quiet  gratitude.  Together,

rider and companion soar toward a glowing rift

in  the  cavern  ceiling  that  leads  back  to  the

upper world. Strengthened by their victory, they

fly onward into the vast starlit night.
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