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Robert Miller stares at the grainy black-and-
white aerial photographs, his hands trembling as
he identifies the unmistakable silhouettes of
Soviet R-12 missiles on Cuban soil. The air in the
briefing room feels heavy with the sudden

weight of a world about to change forever.
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Inside the dimly lit Oval Office, the tension is
suffocating as Robert watches the President's
advisors argue fiercely for an immediate military
response. The decision is finally made to bypass
the blockade and launch a massive preemptive

air strike against the missile sites.
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The dawn sky over the Caribbean is
shattered by the roar of hundreds of jet engines
as the first wave of American bombers descends
upon the island. Plumes of dark smoke rise from
the tropical jungle, signaling the end of

diplomacy and the start of a hot war.
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Thousands of paratroopers descend like
white blossoms against a bruised sky, landing
amidst the chaos of the Cuban coastline. Robert
monitors the communications, hearing the
frantic reports of heavy resistance and the rapid

escalation of ground combat across the island.
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In the Kremlin, Khrushchev stands in a cold,
shadowed hall, his face etched with fury as he
receives word of the American invasion. He
realizes the time for talk has passed and orders
the Soviet military to prepare their ultimate

deterrent for immediate use.
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A blinding flash illuminates the horizon as a
tactical nuclear device is detonated over a
carrier group, turning the sea into a cauldron of
fire. The threshold has been crossed, and the
limited conflict spirals into an uncontrollable

global catastrophe that no one can stop.
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Across the globe, ordinary families huddle
in makeshift fallout shelters, listening to the
static-filled radio broadcasts of a world tearing
itself apart. The fear is a physical presence, a
cold grip on the hearts of millions as they await

a tomorrow that may never come.
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Robert frantically types at his telegraph
machine, trying to establish a back-channel
connection to Moscow, but the lines have gone
dead. The beautiful complexity of global
civilization is being unraveled by the simple,
brutal logic of total war and broken

communications.
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The once-vibrant skylines of great cities are
replaced by jagged skeletons of steel and
concrete under a perpetual gray sky. The
environmental collapse follows the fires, casting
the planet into a long, lonely winter of silence

and profound regret.
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Decades later, an elderly Robert sits by a
small fire, looking at a tattered map of a world
that once was. He tells the story of the Great
Mistake to the youth, a grim testament to the
day the world chose the sword over the olive

branch.
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