A Beacon of Love: Leo's Helping Hand

Kuku Kuki




Seven-year-old Leo and his mother sit on
their porch, looking at a beautiful sunset but
feeling a deep quiet in their hearts. Ever since
Leo's father passed away, the house has felt
much too quiet, and his mother's smile has been
missing. Leo gently holds her hand, wishing he

could bring the light back into her eyes.
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The next morning, Leo notices his mother
staring tiredly at a pile of paperwork and a long
to-do list at the kitchen table. He decides then
and there that he wants to be her little helper,
determined to bring some ease to her heavy
days. He starts by quietly clearing his own

breakfast plate and wiping the table clean.
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In the garden, Leo takes on the task of
watering the wilting tomatoes and colorful
marigolds his father once planted. He carefully
carries a small red watering can, making sure
every thirsty leaf gets a drink. His mother
watches from the kitchen window, a faint, tender
smile touching her lips for the first time in

weeks.
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After school, Leo helps with the household
chores by sweeping the wooden floors of their
cozy living room. He pushes the broom with all
his might, gathering up the dust and making the
sunlight dance on the clean floorboards. His
mother hugs him tightly when she sees his hard

work, whispering how proud she is.
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One rainy afternoon, Leo decides to try
making his favorite simple sandwich for lunch so
his mother can rest. He carefully spreads peanut
butter and jelly onto the bread, arranging a
small plate with sliced apples on the side. He
proudly serves it to his mother on a tray,
complete with a hand-drawn picture of a bright

yellow sun.
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Seeing Leo's efforts, neighbors in the small
town offer simple tasks like walking their
friendly dogs or gathering dry firewood. Leo
takes his jobs seriously, walking Mr. Higgins'
gentle golden retriever through the autumn
leaves. He brings home the small coins he earns,
placing them gently into a ceramic jar on the

kitchen counter to help with groceries.
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As winter arrives, Leo helps his mother carry
logs of firewood inside to keep their hearth
warm and bright. Working together, they stack
the wood neatly beside the fireplace, laughing
as they brush snow off their coats. The crackling
fire warms the room, casting a cozy glow over

their shared memories.
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One evening, they pull out an old photo
alboum filled with pictures of happy family
camping trips and laughter with Leo's father. Leo
and his mother sit close under a warm blanket,
sharing stories and crying tears that feel
comforting instead of heavy. They realize that
while they miss him deeply, his love still lives on

in their cozy home.
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Spring returns to the valley, and Leo helps
his mother plant a new young oak tree in the
backyard to honor his father's memory.
Together, they dig the soil, pat down the earth,
and give the young tree its very first watering. It
stands tall and hopeful, a symbol of new

beginnings and lasting love.
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Under the shade of the growing garden, Leo
and his mother share a warm embrace, their
hearts filled with peace and strength. The house
iIs no longer filled with quiet sadness, but with
the gentle warmth of hope and deep family
bonds. Leo realizes that by helping his mother,
they have healed together, one small act of love

at a time.
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