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In a quiet village near a lush green forest in

Central Java, a lonely widow named Mbok Srini

lived alone in a humble wooden cottage. Every

evening, she looked up at the quiet night sky,

wishing with all her heart for a child to keep her

company and fill her home with laughter.
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One  day,  Mbok  Srini  met  a  giant  named

Buto  Ijo  in  the  forest.  The  giant  promised  to

grant her wish for a child, but demanded a steep

price:  when  the  child  turned  seventeen  years

old, Mbok Srini would have to give her back to

him. Desperate for a child, the widow agreed to

the deal.
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Buto  Ijo  handed  her  magical  cucumber

seeds, which Mbok Srini carefully planted in her

garden.  Soon,  a  glowing  cucumber  of  radiant

gold  grew from the  vines,  and  inside  it  lay  a

beautiful  baby  girl  whom  Mbok  Srini  lovingly

named Timun Mas.
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Years  passed,  and Timun Mas grew into a

kind, intelligent, and courageous young girl who

adored her mother. However, as her seventeenth

birthday  approached,  Mbok  Srini  felt  a  deep

dread in her heart,  knowing she had to find a

way to save her daughter from the giant.
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Mbok  Srini  journeyed  high  into  the

mountains to seek help from a wise hermit. The

hermit gave her four magical  gifts wrapped in

cloth—cucumber  seeds,  needles,  salt,  and

shrimp paste—instructing her  to  give  them to

Timun  Mas  to  defend  herself  when  danger

arrived.
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On the  morning  of  Timun  Mas's  birthday,

thundering footsteps shook the ground as Buto

Ijo arrived at the cottage to demand his prize.

Holding back  her  tears,  Mbok Srini  urged her

daughter to run,  and Timun Mas fled into the

dark  forest  with  the  four  magical  gifts  tucked

tightly in her pouch.
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As the massive giant closed in behind her,

Timun Mas threw the cucumber seeds over her

shoulder.  Instantly,  thick  cucumber  vines

sprouted  across  the  jungle  floor,  entangling

Buto Ijo's massive legs and giving Timun Mas a

vital head start.
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When the giant managed to break free and

charge after her once more, Timun Mas reached

for  the  second gift  and  scattered  the  needles

onto the ground. In seconds, a dense forest of

sharp,  prickly  bamboo  shot  up  from  the  dirt,

slowing down Buto Ijo as he struggled to push

through.
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Exhausted and panting as the giant neared

again, Timun Mas threw the salt to create a vast

ocean between them, and then tossed the final

item, the shrimp paste. The earth erupted into a

boiling pool of quicksand and mud, swallowing

the giant whole so he could never chase anyone

again.
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Safe at  last,  Timun Mas returned home to

her  mother's  waiting  arms.  Mbok  Srini  wept

tears of relief as she embraced her clever, brave

daughter, and together they lived a long, happy

life filled with peace, love, and gratitude.
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