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A bright-eyed Hotaru, barely twelve, stood
beaming at the Ninja Academy graduation
ceremony. Her long white hair flowed around
her, and her unique blue and green eyes

8 sparkled with pride as she clutched her new
forehead protector, ready for her next big

adventure.
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Soon after, Hotaru was placed on a new
Genin team. She met her two equally eager
teammates and their seasoned Jonin sensei, a
kind but firm mentor. Together, they began their
first missions, learning the ropes of teamwork

and strategy.
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During training and village patrols, Hotaru
found herself often crossing paths with Kakashi,
a slightly older, prodigiously talented shinobi.
They started sharing quick smiles and quiet
conversations, a budding friendship forming

between their busy schedules.
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Their bond deepened over shared training
sessions and late-night talks under the Konoha
stars. Hotaru admired Kakashi's skill and calm
demeanor, while he seemed to find a rare
comfort in her bright, unwavering optimism.
They were a cheerful pair, often seen laughing

together.
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However, a subtle shift began to occur.
Kakashi, once open and friendly, started to grow
quieter, his eyes holding a faraway sadness. He
would often disappear without a word, leaving

Hotaru wondering what troubled her friend.
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Hotaru tried to reach out, her expressive
face etched with concern, but Kakashi
consistently kept his distance. He would offer
only brief responses or simply walk away,
leaving Hotaru feeling a pang of confusion and

a quiet ache in her heart.
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Three years passed quickly. Hotaru, now
fifteen, had grown into a formidable shinobi, her
skills honed by countless missions and training.

Yet, the memory of her once-close friendship

with Kakashi remained a bittersweet echo in her

mind.
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During this time, Kakashi, also fifteen, made
a significant decision. He joined the ANBU Black
Ops, donning their distinctive mask and
uniform. His path diverged sharply, taking him
further into the shadows and away from his past

connections.
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Hotaru would occasionally spot the masked
ANBU operative in the village, a fleeting glimpse
of white hair under the hood. She knew it was
Kakashi, but the distance between them felt vast
and unbridgeable, a silent testament to the

changes life had brought.
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Despite the lingering sadness, Hotaru stood
tall, her heterochromatic eyes reflecting a
newfound resolve. She understood that paths
change, but her own journey as a shinobi, filled
with courage and light, was just beginning,
carrying the warmth of past friendships in her

heart.
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