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Leo and Mia sat on the colorful rug, working

together  to  build  the  tallest  block  tower  the

world  had  ever  seen.  Their  laughter  filled  the

room  as  they  carefully  placed  each  bright

wooden piece, dreaming of a castle that reached

the clouds.
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Suddenly, a disagreement sparked over who

should place the shimmering golden star at the

very top. Leo reached for it just as Mia grabbed

the  other  side,  their  faces  clouding  with

frustration and stubbornness.
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With a sudden tug,  the magnificent  tower

wobbled and crashed to the floor in a chaotic

heap of colors. They stood in silence, looking at

the  mess,  before  turning  their  backs  on  one

another  and  marching  to  opposite  corners  of

the room.
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Leo  went  to  the  window  to  watch  the

raindrops race down the glass, feeling a heavy

knot in his chest that wouldn't go away. Across

the room, Mia sat with her teddy bear, staring at

the floor and feeling just as lonely and sad.
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While  tidying  his  desk  to  distract  himself,

Leo  found  a  drawing  Mia  had  made  for  him,

showing  the  two  of  them  flying  a  kite.  He

realized  that  the  golden  star  wasn't  nearly  as

important as his best friend's smile and the fun

they had together.
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Outside  in  the  garden,  Mia  spotted  a

smooth,  heart-shaped  stone  nestled  in  the

damp soil. She picked it up and wiped it clean

with her sleeve, thinking about how much Leo

loved collecting unique treasures from nature.
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The next morning, they met at their favorite

bench in the park, both feeling a little shy and

uncertain.  The air  was quiet  as they looked at

their shoes, wondering who would be the first to

speak and break the icy silence.
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Leo took a deep breath and whispered that

he was sorry for grabbing the star, just as Mia

held  out  the  heart-shaped  stone  as  a  peace

offering.  A  warm  wave  of  relief  washed  over

them both as they shared a shy, knowing smile.
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They headed back to the playroom with a

new  sense  of  excitement,  but  this  time  they

didn't try to build the same tower. Instead, they

combined  their  ideas  to  create  a  sprawling

wooden city that was even more beautiful and

complex than the first.
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As  the  golden  sun  began  to  set,  casting

long shadows across the floor, Leo and Mia sat

side  by  side  admiring  their  handiwork.  They

knew  that  while  towers  might  fall,  a  true

friendship  can  always  be  built  back  stronger

than ever.
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