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The neon lights of the local arcade flickered

as  Reuben,  Jojo,  Luke,  Georgina,  and  Billy

pedaled their bikes through the misty streets. It

was a typical Friday night in 1984, but a strange,

electric chill hung in the air that no denim jacket

could ward off.
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Near  the  edge  of  the  dense  woods,  the

streetlights began to pop one by one, plunging

the road into  an unnatural,  heavy  darkness.  A

low,  guttural  growl  echoed  from  the  trees,

sounding like a distorted record playing at the

wrong speed.
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Suddenly,  a  towering  shadow  with

elongated limbs and glowing, pale eyes lunged

from  the  thicket  into  the  street.  The  group

scrambled back,  their  hearts  pounding against

their ribs as the creature let out a blood-curdling

screech that shattered the silence.
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In the frantic chaos, Billy tripped over a stray

tree root, and before anyone could reach out to

save  him,  the  monster  dragged  him  into  the

impenetrable darkness. His terrified cry was cut

short,  leaving  the  remaining  four  friends

paralyzed with a mix of grief and pure terror.
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As  they  mourned  their  fallen  friend,  the

ground beneath the town's old cemetery began

to  heave  and  crack.  An  army  of  decaying

zombies  started  clawing  their  way  to  the

surface, their hollow eyes fixed on the living as

they began to march toward the neighborhood.
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Reuben  led  the  group  to  the  high  school

science  lab,  his  brilliant  mind  already  racing

through chemical formulas and complex physics

equations.  While  the  others  barricaded  the

heavy doors, he frantically gathered copper wire

and volatile chemicals to construct a makeshift

defense.
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The zombies reached the school, scratching

at  the  glass  windows  with  rotted,  skeletal

fingers. Jojo, known for being the fastest kid in

town,  bolted out the side door to act  as  bait,

leading a massive pack of the undead away from

the main entrance in a dizzying blur of speed.
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Inside  the  dim  hallway,  Luke  adjusted  his

sunglasses  and  kept  a  steady  hand  on  the

barricade,  his  legendary  coolness  keeping  the

group's  morale  from  crumbling.  Georgina’s

radiant  beauty  masked a  fierce  resolve  as  she

worked alongside Reuben, helping him calibrate

the final components of his invention.
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With the zombie horde closing in on their

position,  Reuben  finally  flipped  the  master

switch  on  his  device,  sending  a  powerful

electromagnetic  pulse through the school's  PA

system.  The  high-frequency  waves  resonated

through  the  air,  causing  the  zombies'

reanimated  forms  to  collapse  into  piles  of

harmless dust.
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As  the  first  light  of  dawn  broke  over  the

horizon,  the  four  friends  stood  outside  the

school,  exhausted  and  covered  in  soot.  They

looked  at  Billy's  empty  bike  leaning  against  a

fence, knowing that while they had saved their

town, the world they knew was gone forever.
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