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Cecily squeezed her backpack straps tightly

as she stood before the towering front doors of

Oak  Creek  Elementary,  her  stomach  fluttering

like  a  trapped  butterfly.  Her  family  had  just

moved  to  this  unfamiliar  town,  leaving

everything she knew behind, and the thought of

stepping inside made her want to run right back

to her mother's warm embrace.
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The  hallway  was  a  dizzying  blur  of  bright

colors,  rushing  students,  and  roaring  chatter

that echoed off the polished floors. Loud metal

bangs rattled the air  as locker doors slammed

shut, and a sudden, sharp ring of the morning

bell made Cecily jump, signaling that it was time

to face her new classroom.
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With  heavy  steps,  Cecily  followed  her

principal down the long corridor, each footstep

bringing  her  closer  to  Room  3A.  She  stood

trembling at the front of the classroom as her

new  teacher,  Mrs.  Davis,  smiled  warmly  and

introduced her to a sea of staring, curious faces.
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Mrs. Davis pointed Cecily toward an empty

desk  next  to  a  bright-eyed girl  with  bouncing

curls  named  Maya.  As  Cecily  sat  down,  Maya

leaned over with a gentle smile and whispered

that  she had prayed for  a  kind deskmate that

very  morning,  instantly  warming  Cecily's  cold

hands.
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During  the  morning  reading  hour,  Maya

opened a  colorful  notebook and pointed to a

beautifully written sentence, sharing her favorite

reminder that God is always near. She softly read

Joshua 1:9, telling Cecily that whenever she feels

afraid,  she  can  remember  to  be  strong  and

courageous  because  the  Lord  is  with  her

wherever she goes.
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At lunchtime, the cafeteria was a mountain

of noise, and Cecily hesitated with her tray until

a friendly boy named Caleb waved her over to

his table. Before taking a bite of his sandwich,

Caleb  folded  his  hands  and  closed  his  eyes,

thanking God for  the food and for  bringing a

new friend into their lives today.
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While  sitting  together  under  the  big  oak

tree at recess, Caleb noticed Cecily looking back

toward  the  school  anxiously.  He  smiled  and

shared  a  short,  comforting  verse  from  Psalm

56:3,  humming a little tune that went,  When I

am afraid, I  will  trust in You, showing her how

singing can wash the worries right away.
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Later in the afternoon, during a tricky math

lesson,  Cecily  accidentally  dropped her  box  of

crayons, sending them rolling across the floor in

every  direction.  Instead  of  laughing,  three

nearby  classmates  immediately  knelt  down  to

help her gather them up, giggling softly to make

her feel at ease.
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A kind girl named Grace handed Cecily the

last crayon and reminded her of God's perfect

plan  for  kindness  by  sharing  Ephesians  4:32,

which  teaches  everyone  to  be  kind  and

compassionate  to  one  another.  Cecily  realized

these  children  weren't  just  learning  standard

school lessons; they were living out God's tender

mercies every single day.
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As the final bell rang and Cecily walked out

to meet her mother, her heart felt light, full, and

bursting with new joy.  She smiled back at  her

new circle of friends waving from the courtyard,

knowing  that  through  God's  love  and  His

beautiful  words,  this  new place finally  felt  like

home.
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