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The Legend of the Beard

Charles Matarese
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Michcov and Martone stand side by side on
the ice, clean-shaven and full of youthful energy
as a new hockey season begins. They share a
confident smile, completely unaware of the
legendary journey that awaits them over the

next five years.
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Fast forward three years into the future, and
the grueling playoff race has officially begun.
Michcov notices the first few tufts of stubble on

his chin, while Martone proudly strokes a slightly

thicker shadow along his jawline.
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As the team advances deeper into the post-
season, the superstition of the playoff beard
takes full effect. Neither player touches a razor,
watching in mild amusement as their faces

begin to sprout wild and untamed facial hair.
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The championship finals reach an intense
overtime game, and the exhaustion shows in
their eyes beneath thick, scruffy beards. Their
appearance has completely transformed,

marking them as seasoned warriors of the ice.
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Victory is finally achieved, and the
triumphant duo lifts the gleaming silver trophy
high above their heads. Their faces are now fully
covered in glorious, bushy playoff beards that
shine under the arena lights like badges of

honor.
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One year after the historic championship,
Michcov and Martone sit in a local coffee shop
reflecting on their wild journey. Their beards
have become slightly more groomed, though
still thick enough to draw curious glances from

fellow patrons.
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Two years post-playoff run, the friends
decide to experiment with different grooming
styles to see who can pull off the best
distinguished look. Michcov opts for a neat
mustache and goatee combination, while

Martone maintains a rugged full beard.
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Three years later, as winter arrives once
again, both friends proudly grow out their facial
hair to full, majestic lengths. They look into the
mirror and barely recognize the smooth-faced
boys who started this incredible hockey

adventure years ago.
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Four years after that unforgettable
championship, Michcov and Martone coach a
youth hockey team with distinguished, wise-
looking beards. The young players look up to
them with absolute awe, treating their facial hair

as a symbol of hockey royalty.
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Standing together on the same ice rink
exactly five years after their legendary playoff
run began, Michcov and Martone share a
knowing laugh. Their magnificent beards tell a
complete story of resilience, friendship, and the

passage of time.
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