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Dash  the  dinosaur  walks  to  school  with  a

big smile on his face. He wears a colorful strap

that  holds  his  AAC  device  close  to  his  chest,

ready for a day of learning and fun.
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On  the  playground,  Dash  sees  his  friends

Toby and Pip playing with a big pile of bright

blocks. He stands nearby, watching them build a

tall tower and wishing he could join the game.
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Dash reaches for his AAC device and presses

a clear button. The device speaks for him, saying

'Play with me,'  as  he looks at  his  friends with

bright, hopeful eyes.
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Toby and Pip look up and give Dash a giant

dinosaur  grin.  My  friends  listened,  and  they

moved over to make a special spot just for me in

the circle.
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As they build the tower higher and higher,

Dash lets out a happy, chirping squeak. I used

my sounds  to  show my friends  how excited  I

was to see the tower grow.
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Dash points to a blue block and then points

to the very top of the tower. I used my voice to

share my big idea, and my friends followed my

lead to finish the masterpiece.
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Sometimes  Dash  notices  that  he

communicates  differently  than  the  other

dinosaurs,  but he knows that is  okay.  He feels

proud of his device and the special sounds he

makes.
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Dash uses  his  AAC to  say  'My turn'  when

they start a new game of tag. My voice helps me

play and makes sure everyone knows I am part

of the team.
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At  snack  time,  all  the  dinosaur  friends  sit

together,  some  talking  with  words  and  some

using  gestures  or  sounds.  Dash  feels  happy

knowing  that  his  friends  understand  him  and

value what he has to say.
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As  the  sun  sets  on  the  school  day,  Dash

hugs his AAC device and smiles at his friends.

He is a brave communicator who knows that his

voice, in all its forms, is a wonderful gift.
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