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A trembling rabbit  named Jax  curls  into a

tight ball within a pitch-black void, surrounded

by  horrifying,  towering  shadows  of  his

campground  peers.  The  shadowy  figures  of

Grace the fawn, Luna the wolf, and Chestnut the

Clydesdale  circle  him  closely,  their  echoing

laughter piercing the darkness. Jax squeezes his

eyes  shut,  wishing  he  could  completely

disappear from their mocking stares.
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Suddenly, the menacing shadow of Chestnut

lunges forward,  gripping Jax's  long ears  in his

razor-sharp teeth to yank the struggling rabbit

closer. In perfect unison, the shadowy forms of

Frost and Luna leap out to peel away Jax's fur

with cruel,  clawed hands.  Pale pink skin is  left

exposed  beneath  the  scraps  as  the  mocking

laughter grows deafeningly loud.
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Overwhelmed by terror, Jax screams at them

to stop and lashes out blindly with his hind legs,

striking  Butterscotch's  shadow  square  in  the

nose. The black void instantly shatters like glass,

revealing  the  bright  afternoon  sunlight  of  the

old  campground.  Butterscotch  gasps  and

tumbles  backward  into  the  lush  green  grass,

rubbing  her  bruised  snout  with  a  single  hoof

while  the  other  animals  look  on  in  stunned

silence.
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Realizing it was all a terrifying hallucination

and that his fur is miraculously back on his body,

Jax gasps frantically for air. The evil laughter still

rings inside his ears, and he can vividly feel the

phantom teeth and claws digging into his skin.

Overcome  by  a  full-on  panic  attack,  he  turns

and  bolts  blindly  into  the  dense,  shadowed

trees.
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Jax  races  frantically  through  the

undergrowth until he accidentally rams his head

hard against  an old,  decaying willow tree in a

hidden  clearing.  He  collapses  limply  onto  the

soft  sandy  ground,  hyperventilating  as  the

terrifying world spins around him. The peaceful

clearing begins to warp and dissolve back into

the menacing black void, bringing the laughing

shadows back with it.
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As  Jax  cries  out  in  sheer  terror,  a  familiar

voice  calls  out  his  name through the  echoing

darkness.  Jax  whips  his  head  around  to  see

Poppy the fox standing beside him with a deeply

concerned  expression.  Struggling  too  hard  for

breath  to  speak,  Jax  desperately  claws  at  his

own fur in a rising wave of panic.
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Hesitating for only a moment at the sight of

Jax's absolute frenzy, Poppy gently settles down

right beside his trembling body. Jax flinches at

the  sudden  contact,  but  Poppy  ignores  his

frantic  cries  and  wraps  her  warm,  fluffy  tail

securely  around  his  shoulders.  Sensing  his

dangerous lack of oxygen, she softly urges him

to try and take a few deep breaths.
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Jax  struggles  to  follow  her  advice  as  the

chaotic panic in his veins distorts the sound of

his  own breathing  into  something  frightening.

Poppy tilts her head and tells him to look right

at her, reminding him that he doesn't have to be

perfect,  just  try.  Calmed slightly  by her steady

gaze, Jax closes his eyes and focuses entirely on

inhaling and exhaling.
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Guided patiently by Poppy's gentle rhythm,

Jax  snuggles  in  close  against  her  warm  chest

and  listens  intently  to  the  steady  beat  of  her

heart.  The  chaotic  laughter  in  his  mind finally

begins  to  fade  away  into  silence  as  his  body

relaxes into the comforting embrace. He lets out

a long,  shuddering sigh of  relief  now that the

terrifying storm has passed.
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With his breathing fully restored to normal,

a deeply grateful Jax turns his head to look up at

Poppy and softly thanks her for her help. Poppy

simply  flashes  a  warm,  reassuring  smile,

murmuring that she will always be there to help

him no matter what happens.
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