The Friendly Vampire and the Brave
Maid
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High atop a craggy hill stood a grand, but
very dusty, castle. Inside lived Count Reginald, a
"vampire" with a flair for the dramatic, who
secretly preferred berry juice to anything else.

He was quite lonely, and a bit clumsy.
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One sunny morning, a cheerful and brave
maid named Lily skipped through the nearby
forest. She loved exploring and noticed the

ancient castle, thinking it looked like it

desperately needed a good scrub and perhaps a

friendly face.
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Count Reginald, trying his best to appear
mysterious, swooped down from a turret,
inviting Lily into his castle with an exaggerated
gesture. Lily, ever practical, simply thought he
was asking for help tidying up his very large

home.
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Inside the enormous, cobweb-draped
throne room, Count Reginald sat on his grand
velvet throne, attempting to look fearsome. He
dramatically pointed to a large, ornate goblet
filled to the brim with bright red berry juice, his

idea of a grand "feast."
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Lily, seeing the dusty room and the messy
goblet, smiled kindly. She thought the Count
just needed a bit of help with his manners and
decided to tidy a small, wobbly table near the

throne, humming a happy tune as she worked.
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Determined to impress his guest, Count

Reginald tried to offer Lily a delicate berry tart

from a silver tray. But in his haste, he tripped

slightly over his long cape, sending the tart

soaring through the air.
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The berry tart landed with a soft splat right
near Lily's neck, leaving a bright red, jammy
mark. Lily, startled for a moment, then burst into
a fit of giggles, realizing it was just a funny

accident, not something scary at all.
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Seeing the Count's mortified expression, Lily
quickly understood he was just trying to be
friendly in his own clumsy way. She pulled out a
clean handkerchief and gently wiped the berry

stain, offering him a warm, reassuring smile.
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Relieved and touched by her kindness,
Count Reginald finally let go of his attempts to
be spooky. A genuine, small smile spread across
his face as he offered her a perfectly intact

cookie and a juice box from his secret stash.
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And so, in the grand, dusty castle, Lily and

Count Reginald shared juice and cookies,

becoming the unlikeliest of friends. The castle
felt a little less lonely, and a lot more cheerful,
thanks to a brave maid and a friendly, berry-

juice-loving "vampire."
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