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Gaziza Zhubanova stands at the height of
her creative power, her presence radiating
wisdom and grace. Around her, musical notes
dance and intertwine with intricate Kazakh
national patterns, symbolizing the fusion of her
heritage with classical art. She is a visionary who
redefined the sound of the Great Steppe for the

entire world to hear.
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Born in 1927, young Gaziza grows up in a
home filled with the rich resonance of the
dombra and the elegant keys of the piano. Her
father, the legendary Akhmet Zhubanov, guides
her small hands as intellectual giants like
Mukhtar Auezov and Kulyash Baiseitova fill the
room with stories and songs. This nurturing
environment plants the seeds of a lifelong

devotion to music.
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Seeking to master her craft, Gaziza travels to
Moscow to study at the prestigious Tchaikovsky
Conservatory under the guidance of Professor
Yuri Shaporin. In the grand halls of the city, she
spends countless hours at the piano, immersing
herself in the complex laws of harmony and
polyphony. These years of intense study prepare
her to bring a symphonic depth to the

traditional melodies of her homeland.
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Gaziza's music becomes a bridge between
worlds, blending the raw spirit of the Kazakh
plains with the majestic power of a European
orchestra. Her masterpiece, the symphony
Zhiger, is a profound tribute to her father’s
legacy, built upon the echoes of ancient kui
melodies. It tells a story of human sorrow and
national resilience, capturing the soul of her

people in every note.


https://www.genstory.app/

Togzhan Kulynbetova

Beyond the concert hall, Gaziza uses her
voice to speak for the earth and its people,
composing works that reflect the social
struggles of her time. In her moving piece Aral
Truth, she captures the tragic beauty and fading
whispers of the shrinking Aral Sea. Through her
music, she becomes an early advocate for the
environment, turning ecological pain into a

hauntingly beautiful call for awareness.
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The theater stage becomes a canvas for
Gaziza's dramatic genius, where she breathes life
into epic operas and poignant ballets. From the
lyrical tragedy of Enlik-Kebek to the powerful
peace anthem of the Hiroshima ballet, her works
explore the depths of the human heart. She
even completes the unfinished dreams of her
father, bringing the story of the legendary

Kurmangazy to the grand stage.
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A powerful creative partnership blossoms
between Gaziza and her husband, the renowned
director Azerbaizhan Mambetov. Together, they
create unforgettable theatrical masterpieces like
Mother Earth, where her haunting choral music
gives voice to the profound emotions of the
characters. Their collaboration defines an era of
Kazakh art, blending sight and sound into a

single, breathtaking experience.
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As a dedicated educator at the Kurmangazy
Conservatory, Gaziza pours her knowledge into
the next generation of Kazakh musicians. She
stands among her students like a guiding star,
offering wisdom and encouragement as they
find their own creative paths. Her legacy lives on
through the many composers and performers

she mentored with patience and passion.
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Gaziza Zhubanova's influence reaches far
beyond the borders of Kazakhstan, earning her
recognition as a global reformer of music. She
successfully elevated the traditional sounds of
the steppe to the international stage, proving
that local heritage can speak a universal
language. Her life's work stands as a testament
to the power of culture to transcend boundaries

and unite different worlds.
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Today, the name of Gaziza Zhubanova
remains etched in the stars of the Great Steppe,
a symbol of artistic courage and intellectual
depth. Her compositions continue to echo in
grand concert halls, reminding us of the timeless
beauty of Kazakh identity. She remains an
eternal inspiration, a woman whose music will

forever sing the story of her land and its people.
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