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The Many Colors of Love

Kelsey Boulton
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The sun shines brightly over the school field,
decorated with colorful banners and fluttering
flags for the annual Sports Day. Maya stands at
the starting line of the race, her heart fluttering
with excitement as she waves to her dad

standing in the cheering crowd.
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As the whistle blows, Maya sprints down the
track, her eyes darting toward the sidelines
where rows of parents are shouting
encouragement. She notices a sea of different
faces, all waving pom-poms and holding up

handmade signs to cheer for their children.
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Maya slows her pace as she passes her
friend Leo, who is being hoisted onto the
shoulders of two smiling women wearing
matching team shirts. She tilts her head in
confusion, wondering why Leo has two moms
while she has a dad and a mom who is currently

at work.
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Further down the field, she sees Sarah
crossing the finish line and running straight into
the warm embrace of her grandmother. Maya
pauses for a moment, realizing that for many of
her friends, family looks very different from the

pictures she sees in her old storybooks.
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| T‘- % LEO: A Moment of Pause

4 4
| | ' | | Near the refreshment stand, Maya watches
Chloe sharing a slice of orange with two tall men
who both lean in to give her a high-five. A cloud
of curiosity crosses Maya's face as she tries to

understand why every family she sees today

seems to have a different shape.
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During the lunch break, Maya sits on a
picnic blanket with her dad and quietly asks why
Leo has two moms and why Sarah lives with her
grandma. Her voice is soft and inquisitive,
reflecting the puzzle she is trying to piece

together in her mind.
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Her dad smiles warmly and explains that a
family isn't defined by who is in it, but by the
care and support they give to one another. He
tells her that just like the different colors in a
rainbow, every family adds its own unique

beauty to the world.
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Maya walks over to Leo and his moms,
joining them for a friendly game of catch under
the shade of a large oak tree. She notices the
way they look at Leo with immense pride and
realizes their laughter sounds just as happy as

the laughter in her own home.
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She spends the afternoon talking to her

classmates and meeting their diverse guardians,

discovering that they all share the same stories

of bedtime hugs and morning routines. The
confusion in her heart begins to melt away,
replaced by a newfound sense of wonder and

respect.
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As the sun begins to set, all the families
gather together for a final group photo on the
winner's podium. Maya stands tall and proud
among her friends, realizing that while every
family looks different on the outside, they are all

built on the same foundation of love.
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