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A Peaceful Afternoon in Central Park
Ambika Sood




Ambika Sood

Larry, Ellie, Sid, Holly, and Gerry stroll
through the lush greenery of Central Park after
their deli visit. The tall skyscrapers of New York
City peek through the canopy as the friends chat

and laugh together while exploring the winding
paths.
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As they reach a quieter area, Gerry the
Giraffe feels a wave of calm wash over him. The
air is still, the sun glows softly through the
leaves, and the gentle chirping of birds fills the

afternoon air, making everything feel peaceful.
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Gerry leads the way toward a massive oak
tree with wide, welcoming branches that stretch
toward the sky. Larry the Lion notices Gerry's
purposeful stride and asks if he visits this special

spot often.
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Gerry smiles, explaining that he and his
mother come here every Saturday to identify
and count the different bird species. He points
up at the branches, finding comfort in the

familiar routine of his favorite hobby.
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When Holly the Hippo mentions her love for
blue birds, Gerry shares a fascinating secret. He
explains that Blue Jays aren't actually blue, but
look that way because of how sunlight hits their

brown feathers in a very special way.
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Larry is impressed by Gerry's knowledge
and suggests they all play the bird-watching
game together. Gerry’'s eyes light up with joy as
he nods, happy to share his favorite activity with

his best friends.
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The five friends settle down in the soft grass
beneath the sprawling oak tree. They tilt their
heads back, their eyes scanning the leaves for
any sign of movement or a flash of color among

the rustling branches.
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Excitement builds as Ellie and Holly start
spotting birds hidden in the foliage. Ellie
trumpets softly when she finds one, while Holly
points out another tiny visitor perched on a high

twig.
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Gerry uses his long neck to peer deep into
the highest branches where the others can't see.
He identifies a sparrow, a robin, and a bright red
cardinal tucked away behind the green leaves,

teaching his friends their names.
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As the sun begins to set, painting the sky in
shades of orange and pink, the group decides it
is time to head home. They walk toward the
subway station together, feeling peaceful and
closer than ever after their afternoon in the

park.
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