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The World That Walked Backwards

Ndifreke Davis
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Gideon, thoughtful and quiet, and Gidette,
bubbly and energetic, are identical twins with
wildly different spirits. One loves to think before
speaking, the other loves to move and ask
endless questions. They share an unbreakable
bond, always together, exploring the world with

boundless curiosity.
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On a particularly rainy afternoon, while
exploring their grandmother's attic, the twins
discover a peculiar old mirror. It's cracked down
the middle and reflects everything backward,
making smiles turn into frowns and left into
right. A faint, mysterious hum vibrates around

the antique glass.
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Before they can step away, the magical
mirror shimmers brightly and pulls them in with
a gentle tug. They tumble through a swirling
vortex of vibrant light and playful shadows. The
twins land softly in a topsy-turvy world where
the sky glows beneath their feet and the ground

floats merrily above their heads.
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In this wonderfully strange new place,
nothing is as it should be. People sleep during
the day and celebrate beneath the moon, while
children playfully teach adults. Rain falls

upwards in shimmering droplets, and shadows

dance ahead of their owners, creating a world of

delightful opposites.
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The twins soon learn the most important
rule of this world: fear makes you incredibly
strong, and confidence makes you surprisingly
weak. Gideon, usually cautious, finds himself
brave when a little scared, while Gidette,
typically bold, feels her strength wane when

she's too sure of herself,
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Suddenly, polite guards with gleaming,
glowing staffs surround the twins, speaking in
courteous tones. Gideon, feeling a prickle of
fear, bravely speaks up with newfound courage.

Gidette, trying to confidently rush forward, finds

her legs comically stuck in place.
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An ancient, wise woman from this land of
opposites appears, her eyes sparkling with
ancient knowledge. She reveals that to return
home, each twin must momentarily become the
complete opposite of their true nature. It's a

challenging task, but the only way back.
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Gideon, usually a planner, impulsively acts
without a single thought, while Gidette, always
on the go, embraces stillness and patience. As
they embrace their opposite selves, the entire
world around them begins to tremble playfully.
The floating sky and ground slowly, magically

swap places.
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A brilliant, new mirror materializes in the air,
radiating an inviting, shimmering glow. With a
shared look of determined courage, the twins
leap towards it. The entire opposite world
dramatically folds in on itself like a vibrant

dream gently fading away.
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They land with a soft thud back in their
grandmother's familiar, dusty storeroom, the
rain now falling normally outside. The magical
mirror is gone, leaving behind only a faint
shimmer of dust and the quiet, wondrous echo

of their incredible, unforgettable adventure.
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