
The Baker, The Librarian, and a Very
Sweet Surprise

Selva Thiru



Selva Thiru

1

The sun rises over Willow Bay, illuminating a

charming  bakery  with  a  warm  glow.  Inside,

Oliver Finch, a cheerful but slightly clumsy baker,

kneads  dough,  surrounded  by  the  delightful

scent of sugar, butter, and cinnamon. His bakery

is  renowned  for  its  irresistibly  soft  cinnamon

rolls, but Oliver himself is equally famous for his

incredibly awkward conversations.
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Precisely at  7:03 a.m.,  Lily  Hart,  the town's

new librarian, steps into the bakery, a stack of

books  tucked  under  her  arm.  She  wears  a

brightly patterned scarf and greets Oliver with a

dazzling smile  that  instantly  makes him forget

how to form coherent sentences. Oliver blushes,

stammering his usual nervous 'Good morning.'
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One Saturday, Oliver, smitten by Lily's charm

and  laughter,  decides  it's  time  to  confess  his

feelings. He spends the entire night meticulously

baking  the  most  magnificent  three-layered

strawberry cake with delicate pink frosting and

tiny  edible  sugar  hearts.  He  practices  his

heartfelt  speech  repeatedly,  hoping  for  the

perfect romantic moment.
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As Lily enters the bakery the next morning, a

colorful  butterfly  flutters  in  through  the  open

door,  catching  the  eye  of  Marmalade,  Oliver's

mischievous  orange cat.  With  a  playful  meow,

Marmalade leaps onto the counter, chasing the

butterfly  with  wild  abandon.  The  beautiful

strawberry cake begins to wobble precariously.
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In  a  dramatic  slow-motion  sequence,  the

cake slides off the counter, sailing through the

open window and landing with a soft splat on

the  sidewalk  outside.  Old  Mrs.  Peterson,  who

was just passing by, stares down in utter surprise

at  the  perfectly  intact,  frosting-covered

masterpiece at her feet. 'Well,' she exclaims with

a delighted grin, 'this is the nicest thing anyone

has ever thrown at me!'
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Lily  bursts  into  bright,  uncontrollable

laughter,  holding  her  stomach  as  she  doubles

over with mirth. Oliver stands frozen in place, a

smear of pink frosting now adorning his cheek,

his  eyes  wide  with  a  mix  of  shock  and

embarrassment. In that moment, watching Lily's

joyous reaction, he realizes it isn't just her smile

he  loves,  but  her  infectious,  heartwarming

laugh.
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Determined not to give up, Oliver visits the

library the very next day, carrying a bouquet of

cheerful  flowers  instead  of  baked  goods.

However,  his  clumsiness  strikes  again;  he  trips

over a rogue rolling book cart, sending himself

sprawling and knocking over an entire shelf of

romance  novels.  A  copy  of  'Love  in  Autumn'

comically lands right on his head.

Generated By www.genstory.app

https://www.genstory.app/


Selva Thiru

8

Lily  rushes  over,  her  expression  a  mix  of

concern  and  amusement.  'Are  you  okay?'  she

asks,  trying  to  suppress  a  giggle.  Oliver,  still

dazed,  replies  dramatically,  'I  seem  to  be

attacked by literature.' Lily laughs again, a sound

that makes Oliver's heart flutter,  and this time,

she gently helps him to his feet.
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That  evening,  after  the  bakery  has  closed,

Lily  surprises  Oliver  by  appearing  at  his  door.

She  looks  at  him  with  a  soft  smile  and  asks,

'Why do you keep trying?' Taking a deep breath,

Oliver  confesses,  'Because  you  make  ordinary

mornings feel extraordinary. Because your laugh

is  my favorite  sound.  And because I  think  life

would be sweeter if you were in it.'
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For once, Lily doesn't correct his grammar;

instead,  she  takes  a  tender  step  closer.  'I  was

hoping you'd say that,' she whispers. In the cozy

bakery,  filled  with  the  comforting  scents  of

cinnamon and sugar, Oliver and Lily share their

very  first,  sweet  kiss.  Soon  after,  Willow  Bay

gains a new favorite spot: 'Books & Buns,' where

every  morning  at  7:03  a.m.,  Oliver  greets  Lily

with 'Good morning, my love,' and she replies,

'It's a lovely morning,' because it truly always is.
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