The Wildest Walk to School

Sarah Rutzler




Sarah Rutzler

Bright morning sunlight spilled across the
bedroom floor as Landon and his older brother,
Seven, laced up their sneakers for another
school day. Seven always made sure Landon's
backpack was zipped just right, proving they
were the ultimate team before even stepping

out the front door.
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Stepping outside, the familiar neighborhood
sidewalk suddenly twisted in a brand new
direction, revealing towering bamboo trees and
the excited chatter of exotic birds. Seven
grabbed Landon's hand with a grin, whispering
that today's shortcut to school went right

through the great city zoo.
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Their first stop brought them face-to-face
with a towering giraffe gracefully stretching its
long neck toward the morning clouds. Landon
giggled as the gentle giant blinked its long
eyelashes, while Seven held up his sketchbook

to draw a quick, funny picture.
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As they <crossed a sturdy wooden
suspension bridge, a family of playful spider
monkeys swung overhead, chattering and
tossing bright orange mangoes back and forth.
Landon and Seven ducked playfully, dodging the

fruit peels with bursts of shared laughter.
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The pathway widened into a sunlit plaza
where a magnificent lion stretched lazily upon a
warm rock, watching the world go by with
sleepy golden eyes. Seven gently reminded
Landon to walk quietly and respectfully past the
king of the jungle.
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A cool mist rolled over the path near the
penguin pavilion, where dozens of tuxedo-clad
swimmers zoomed through crystal-clear blue
water. One cheeky penguin pressed its flipper
against the glass, waving a friendly hello directly

at a delighted Landon.
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The earthy, sweet scent of eucalyptus filled
the air as they paused beneath a eucalyptus tree
to find a sleepy koala hugging a thick branch.
Seven pulled out a granola bar to share, taking a
quick snack break while watching the furry

creature yawn.
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Suddenly, the ground rumbled softly as a

magnificent Asian elephant strolled past the
viewing area, using its powerful trunk to shower
its back with cool, sparkling water. Landon
gasped in awe at the sheer size of the gentle

beast, clutching Seven's sleeve tightly.
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Emerging from the shaded jungle trails, the
familiar bell tower of their school finally came
into view just over the treetops of the final
animal exhibit. They realized they had made it all
the way through the magnificent zoo without

missing a single beat of their morning journey.
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Standing proudly at the school gates,
Landon and Seven exchanged a triumphant
high-five, knowing that no school day could
ever be ordinary when you walk with your best

friend and big brother.
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