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Sunny the snake, a little green serpent with

big, kind eyes, loved to bask in the warm sun.

More  than  anything,  Sunny  wished  to  make

friends with all the other forest creatures. Its tail

would  wag  with  delight  at  the  thought  of

playing.
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One sunny  morning,  Sunny  saw Rosie  the

Rabbit nibbling sweet clover in a meadow. With

a happy wiggle, Sunny slithered closer, a friendly

smile on its face, hoping to say a cheerful hello

to Rosie.
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But as Sunny approached, Rosie's ears shot

straight up in alarm! Her eyes widened in fear,

and  with  a  terrified  squeal,  she  thumped  her

foot loudly and vanished into the safety of the

thick bushes.
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Sunny deflated, its happy smile turning into

a sad frown.  "Oh dear,"  it  sighed,  its  long tail

drooping  low  to  the  ground.  "Why  does

everyone always run away from me?"
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From  behind  a  large,  colorful  mushroom,

Sunny watched a group of squirrels, chipmunks,

and  birds  playing  a  lively  game  of  tag.  Their

happy  chirps  and  chitters  echoed  joyfully

through  the  tall  trees,  making  Sunny  wish  it

could join their fun.
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Determined not to give up, Sunny thought

of a new plan to show its kindness. It found a

beautiful, shiny red berry and gently placed it on

a big green leaf near where Finley the Fox Cub

was  playing,  then  hid  quietly  to  watch  what

would happen.
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Finley spotted the bright berry, but just as

he reached for it, a playful gust of wind blew it

into a narrow, dark crack in a tree trunk. It was

too  small  for  his  paw  to  reach,  and  Finley

whimpered  sadly,  upset  to  lose  his  delicious

treat.
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Sunny,  seeing  Finley's  distress,  quickly

slithered  out  from  its  hiding  spot.  With  its

slender body, Sunny easily reached into the tiny

crack and carefully nudged the juicy berry back

out to Finley, pushing it gently with its snout.
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Finley  froze,  then  looked  at  Sunny  with

wide, surprised eyes. He saw no scary fangs, just

Sunny's  kind,  smiling  face.  "Thank  you!"  he

barked softly, picking up the berry with his nose

and feeling a little less afraid.
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Soon,  other  animals  cautiously  emerged

from their hiding spots, drawn by Finley's happy

barks.  They  saw  Finley  sharing  his  berry  with

Sunny, and slowly realized this little snake was

truly  kind.  Slowly,  the  forest  creatures  learned

that  a  true  friend  has  a  big  heart,  no  matter

what they look like, and Sunny finally found its

place among them.
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