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Leo, a cheerful boy with bright, curious eyes,

is  giggling  as  his  fluffy  white  chicken,  Clucky,

chases  a  rolling  ball  across  the  sun-drenched

backyard. Clucky, with exaggerated wobbly legs

and  a  tiny  crown  of  feathers,  looks  equally

delighted, flapping its wings in excitement. The

air  is  filled  with  happy  chirps  and  childish

laughter,  painting  a  perfect  picture  of  their

playful friendship.
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Inside,  Leo  is  sitting  cross-legged  on  the

rug, whispering secrets into Clucky's ear. Clucky,

perched  comfortably  on  his  lap,  tilts  its  head

adorably,  as  if  understanding  every  word.  A

warm, golden light streams through the window,

illuminating  the  genuine  affection  shared

between the boy and his feathery confidant.
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Out  in  the  garden,  Leo  and  Clucky  are

playing  hide-and-seek  among  the  giant

sunflowers. Leo peeks from behind a sunflower,

his  eyes  sparkling  with  mischief,  while  Clucky

pecks  playfully  at  his  shoe,  thinking it's  found

him.  Their  joyful  game fills  the  garden with  a

lighthearted  energy,  making  even  the  flowers

seem to smile.
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As evening approaches,  Leo gently  guides

Clucky  back  to  its  cozy  little  coop,  decorated

with  colorful  painted  stars.  He  gives  Clucky  a

soft  pat  on its  head,  wishing it  sweet  dreams.

The  setting  sun  casts  long,  soft  shadows,

creating  a  peaceful,  tender  moment  between

the boy and his cherished pet.
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The next morning, a bright-eyed Leo rushes

to the coop, eager to greet his friend, but finds

it  unexpectedly  empty.  He  calls  out  Clucky's

name, a small frown beginning to form on his

usually cheerful face. A tiny feather lies on the

ground, the only sign of his missing companion.
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Leo  searches  everywhere,  peeking  under

bushes,  calling  Clucky's  name  with  growing

urgency.  His brow is  furrowed with worry,  and

his heart starts to beat a little faster. He checks

every corner of the yard,  his bright smile now

replaced with a look of confusion and concern.
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A  delicious,  savory  aroma  drifts  from  the

kitchen,  pulling  Leo  inside.  He  sees  his  family

gathered around the big dining table, chattering

happily.  A steaming platter  takes center  stage,

and a sense of unease begins to stir within Leo.
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Leo's eyes land on the platter, and his breath

catches in his throat. There, golden brown and

perfectly  roasted,  is  a  chicken.  It  looks  eerily

familiar,  especially  a  little  feather  tuft  on  its

head. His playful spirit drains away, replaced by

a cold, sinking feeling.
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A wave of realization washes over Leo, his

face crumpling in disbelief and heartbreak. Tears

well up in his big, expressive eyes as he points a

trembling finger at the table. "Clucky!" he wails,

his voice a mix of shock and profound sadness,

shouting, "Why did you eat him?!"
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His  parents  look  at  him  with  a  mix  of

sympathy  and  a  touch  of  exasperation.  "Oh,

Leo," his mom sighs softly, "you played with him

so much, we thought it  was time." Leo stands

there,  heartbroken,  the world feeling suddenly

very different without his clucky best friend.
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