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Soft raindrops patter against red-tiled roofs

as Amudha steps out into the lush green Tamil

village.  Holding a simple umbrella and a cloth

shopping  bag,  she  walks  along  the  glistening

muddy paths to the small  local  market,  where

she thoughtfully selects the freshest catch of the

day from a friendly vendor.
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Back  in  her  sunlit  traditional  kitchen,

Amudha gently cleans and washes the fish while

her  curious little  daughter  looks  on with wide

eyes.  Together  they marinate the fish,  rubbing

bright yellow turmeric, vibrant red chilli powder,

and aromatic spices over every piece.
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The rich aroma of South Indian spices fills

the air  as the spiced fish sizzles into a golden

crisp in a hot pan. In a classic clay pot nearby, a

tangy tamarind fish  curry  bubbles  softly  while

steam rises high from a pot of  freshly cooked

white rice.
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Fresh  green  banana  leaves  are  unfolded

before each family member as the feast begins.

Smiling  warmly,  Amudha  ladles  steaming  rice,

pours rich tamarind curry, and places crispy fried

fish  beside  it  for  her  husband  and  excited

daughter.
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After  the  satisfying  meal,  the  family  sits

close together near the open doorway, bathed

in the cozy golden light of their home. Hand in

hand,  they  listen  to  the  rhythmic  falling  rain,

wrapped in contentment and love.
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