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The  scavengers'  small  vessel  drifts  toward

the  Aethelgard,  a  massive,  silent  dreadnought

suspended in the void of a shimmering nebula.

Its  hull  is  scarred  by  ancient  battles,  and  no

lights flicker within its cavernous hangars. Kael,

Mira, and Jax watch from the cockpit, unaware

that  this  ghost  ship  is  a  gateway  to  another

dimension.
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Inside  the  Aethelgard,  the  walls  bleed  a

pulsating  violet  fluid  known  as  Neon-Marrow.

The  substance  illuminates  the  dark  corridors

with an eerie, rhythmic glow that seems to beat

like  a  heart.  Jax  scans  the  liquid  with  his

goggles,  his  face  reflecting  the  intense  neon

light  as  the  air  hums  with  strange,  ancient

energy.
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Kael  reaches  out  to  touch  a  concentrated

pool  of  the  marrow,  and  the  energy  surges

through his prosthetic limb. His mechanical arm

shatters,  replaced  instantly  by  a  translucent,

violet  energy  arm  that  crackles  with  cosmic

power. He looks at his new limb in awe, feeling

the  weight  of  the  entire  universe  flowing

through his veins.
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Suddenly, the metallic floor of the ship shifts

and expands, transforming into a vast, glowing

grid of squares that stretches into the horizon.

The stars  above align into geometric  patterns,

and  a  booming  voice  echoes  through  the

vacuum, announcing the start of the game. The

scavengers realize they are no longer in a ship,

but on a cosmic board.
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A  colossal  mechanical  pawn,  forged  from

dark iron and glowing circuitry, descends onto a

nearby square with a  bone-shaking thud.  Kael

raises his cosmic arm to deflect a beam of pure

energy while Mira frantically calculates their next

move  on  a  holographic  interface.  They  must

play by the rules or be crushed by the massive

sentinel.
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The grid gives way to a shimmering sea of

liquid mercury  that  reflects  the distorted stars

above. The trio balances on floating platforms as

waves  of  heavy  metal  crash  around  them,

threatening  to  pull  them  into  the  depths.  Jax

uses his tech to stabilize their footing, while the

horizon begins to ripple with the next coming

threat.
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From the digital clouds emerges a corrupted

dragon, its body a glitching mess of scales and

code that breathes fire made of static. The beast

roars,  tearing  through  the  fabric  of  the  game

board with its claws. Kael stands his ground, his

violet  arm glowing brighter  as  he  prepares  to

strike at the heart of the anomaly.
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Just as the dragon prepares to strike, the sky

above begins to crack like glass, revealing a pair

of  colossal,  curious eyes peering down from a

bedroom.  Giant  children,  larger  than  planets,

look over the game board with boredom, their

hands reaching down to move the pieces.  The

scavengers realize their entire reality is merely a

toy in a higher dimension.
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Refusing to be pawns, the three scavengers

join hands and channel Kael’s cosmic energy to

rewrite the rules of the game. They ascend into a

throne  room  of  infinite  mirrors,  their  forms

shimmering  as  they  transcend  their  mortal

shells.  They  shed  their  roles  as  players  and

become  the  Architects,  seizing  control  of  the

fractal reality.
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In a new expanse of pure light, Kael, Mira,

and Jax roll a pair of glowing, multi-sided dice to

forge a  brand-new universe.  Planets  and stars

bloom from the impact of the dice,  creating a

realm  where  no  one  is  forced  to  play  a

predetermined game. They stand at the center

of  creation,  ready  to  start  a  campaign  where

they define their own destiny.
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