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When winter blanketed the entire forest in a
thick layer of shimmering white snow, Barnaby
the wise bear retreated into his cozy cave home.
He had worked hard all through autumn
gathering berries, nuts, and sweet honey, and
now he relaxed happily beside a roaring

fireplace with a bowl of honey.
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Outside in the howling wind, a sly fox
shivered beneath the icy trees. Having spent the
autumn playing instead of gathering food for
the winter, she now wandered through the frost
with an aching, empty stomach and no shelter

from the storm.
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Desperate for help, the fox trudged through
deep snowdrifts until she reached the heavy
wooden door of Barnaby's cave. She knocked
softly and called out with a pleading voice,
begging the kind bear for a warm place to sleep
and a little food for the night.
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Barnaby possessed a big, generous heart
and did not hesitate for a single second. He
immediately opened the door, invited the
shivering fox inside to warm herself by the

hearth, and shared his delicious dinner with her.
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The fox thanked Barnaby with sweet words,
pretending to be deeply grateful for his
hospitality. However, deep inside her heart, she
was already secretly scheming a sneaky plan to

take even more than what was offered.
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In the middle of the night, while Barnaby
slept deeply and the embers of the fireplace
slowly faded, the fox quietly slipped out of bed.
Walking carefully on tiptoe across the stone

floor, she searched the dark corners of the cave.
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She soon discovered Barnaby's prized jar of
sweet golden honey sitting on a high shelf.
Driven by pure greed, the fox ate every single
drop until the container was licked completely

clean, then snuck back into bed as if nothing

had happened.
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When morning came, Barnaby stretched and
walked over to prepare a warm breakfast for
them both. His heart sank as he picked up the
light, hollow jar and realized his guest had

betrayed his trust during the night.
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Instead of shouting in anger, Barnaby
remained calm and collected. He took the fox
gently by the hand, walked her outside into the
crisp morning snow, and spoke with calm
firmness: "Those who cannot be grateful and
break the trust of those who help them will

ultimately find themselves alone in the cold."
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Stunned by his calm wisdom, the fox
lowered her head in deep shame and slunk away
into the freezing forest. Walking alone in the
frost, she finally understood that greed and lies

only lead to solitude and regret.
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