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Mia sits on her porch, her long wavy hair
catching the sunlight as she smiles, showing the
cute gap between her front teeth. Beside her sits
Shadow, a tiny shaggy black dog who looks like
a little ball of fluff but watches the world with

very serious eyes.
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Maite arrives wearing her favorite bright
yellow rain boots, even though there isn't a
cloud in the sky. She is smaller than Mia with
straight brown hair, and the two friends share a
secret handshake before heading toward the

park.
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Deep in the shadows of the old oak tree, a
strange purple mist begins to swirl and giggle.
While the other children play, Mia feels a tingle
in her fingertips and knows that a grumpy

shadow monster is trying to cause trouble.
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With a quick spin, Mia's ordinary clothes
shimmer into her secret warrior gear, complete
with a glowing belt and a magical staff. Shadow
stands tall beside her, his fur sparking with tiny

embers of protective magic.
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Maite watches from behind a bush, her eyes
wide as she sees her best friend transform into a
legendary defender. She grips her umbrella like
a shield, ready to support Mia in any way she
can, splashing through a nearby puddle to get

closer.
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A large, round shadow monster with
glowing orange eyes lunges forward, trying to
steal the colors from the park’s flowerbeds. Mia
leaps into the air, her wavy hair flowing behind
her as she swings her staff to create a barrier of
light.
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The monster is fast, but Shadow is faster,
darting between its legs and barking puffs of
magical glitter that make the monster sneeze.
Maite joins in, jumping into a giant puddle and
sending a huge spray of water that surprises the

shadow creature.
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Mia and Shadow work together to draw a
circle of light around the monster, turning its
grumpiness into gentle bubbles. The monster
shrinks until it is nothing more than a tiny,
harmless shadow that scurries back into the

deep woods.
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As the magical glow fades, Mia returns to
her normal self, her gap-toothed grin wider than
ever. Maite runs over and gives her a big hug,
her rain boots squeaking on the grass as they

celebrate their secret victory.
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The sun sets over the playground, casting
long, peaceful shadows that are no longer scary.
Mia, Maite, and little Shadow walk home
together, three brave heroes who know that

even the smallest girls can save the world.
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