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Frank was a gentle turtle who lived in a lush,

peaceful forest filled with ancient trees and soft,

green  moss.  While  the  other  animals  were

always in a hurry, Frank enjoyed taking his time

to smell  the wildflowers and watch the clouds

drift by.
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The forest was home to many fast animals

like  rabbits  and  squirrels  who  loved  to  spend

their  days  racing  through  the  bushes.  They

zipped and zoomed past Frank, their feet pitter-

pattering quickly across the forest floor in a blur

of motion.
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Because of his heavy, round shell and short

legs, Frank was the slowest animal in the entire

woods. Even when he was in a big rush, his tiny

footsteps  were  quiet  and  steady,  making  him

move much slower than his energetic friends.
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One bright morning, a grand announcement

was  made about  a  big  forest  race  that  would

take  place  the  following  day.  All  the  animals

gathered around the old oak tree, buzzing with

excitement and stretching their legs for the big

event.
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Frank stepped forward and bravely told the

group that he wanted to try the race too. The

other  animals  began  to  giggle  and  whisper,

telling Frank that  he was far  too slow to ever

compete with the swift hares and foxes.
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Despite the laughter, Frank did not give up

and promised himself that he would simply try

his very best. When the race finally began, the

other  animals  vanished  into  the  distance  in  a

cloud  of  dust,  while  Frank  started  his  journey

with one slow, deliberate step.
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As Frank poked along the trail, he noticed a

tiny,  shivering  bird  chirping  sadly  on  the  dirt

path. The little bird had fallen from its cozy nest,

which was perched high up in the safety of  a

leafy tree branch.
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Frank knew he was in a race, but he stopped

anyway  because  helping  a  friend  was  more

important  than  winning.  He  gently  lifted  the

little bird onto his shell and carefully carried it

back up to its nest, making sure it was safe and

sound.
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By the time Frank reached the finish line, the

sun was beginning to set and he was the very

last one to arrive. Even though he didn't win a

trophy,  Frank  held  his  head  high  and  felt  a

wonderful sense of pride deep in his heart.
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All the forest animals gathered around and

cheered loudly,  calling Frank the kindest turtle

they had ever known. From that day on, Frank

knew  that  being  slow  was  special  because  it

gave him the time to see who needed help the

most.
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