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In the heart of the Emerald Mire, a colossal

figure stands tall  against  the swirling morning

mist.  Kuroko,  a  twenty-five-foot  humanoid

crocodile,  watches  over  the  silent  waters  with

eyes as golden and ancient as the setting sun.
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Despite his fearsome size and powerful tail,

Kuroko moves through the thick reeds with the

grace of a silent shadow. He is careful where he

places  his  massive  feet,  ensuring  that  not  a

single  lily  pad  is  crushed  and  no  dragonfly  is

startled from its rest.
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One long summer, the rains stop falling, and

the vibrant swamp begins to wither into cracked,

dry mud. The smaller animals look up at their

towering protector with hope, as their watering

holes  vanish  under  the  relentless,  scorching

heat.
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Kuroko knows he must act quickly to save

his home and the many creatures who rely on

the  water  to  survive.  He  journeys  to  the  very

edge of the mire, where the ground is hardest,

and  begins  to  dig  into  the  earth  with  his

powerful, clawed hands.
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A tiny blue heron lands bravely on Kuroko’s

broad, moss-covered shoulder, chirping a song

of  encouragement.  The  giant  crocodile  smiles,

his  deep,  low  rumble  vibrating  through  the

earth as he unearths the hidden springs buried

deep below the surface.
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All through the night, Kuroko labors under

the  silver  light  of  the  full  moon,  moving

boulders that no ten men could ever budge. His

dark scales shimmer with sweat and mud as he

carves  a  long,  deep  path  for  the  distant  river

water to flow into the valley.
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With  one  final,  mighty  heave,  the  last

earthen barrier breaks, and cool, refreshing river

water  rushes  into  the  parched  swamp.  The

sound of splashing and croaking joy fills the air

as the Emerald Mire begins to breathe and turn

green once again.
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The  animals  of  the  swamp gather  around

Kuroko’s  feet,  no longer afraid of  his  towering

height or his rows of sharp teeth. They bring him

offerings  of  sweet  wild  fruits  and  shiny  river

stones, celebrating the guardian who saved their

fragile world.
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Kuroko sits  peacefully  by  the  edge of  the

new stream, watching the white lilies bloom and

the  colorful  frogs  leap  through  the  spray.  He

realizes  that  his  great  size  is  a  gift  meant  for

helping  others,  bringing  him  a  sense  of

belonging he never thought possible.
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As the stars  emerge in  the velvet  sky,  the

great  crocodile  stands tall  once more,  a  silent

silhouette against the night. The swamp is safe

and flourishing, and Kuroko remains its eternal,

gentle protector,  watching over the water until

the break of dawn.
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