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Sheldon, a tortoise with a sly grin, watched

Buster, a bouncy dog with a wagging tail, fetch

a  stick.  Sheldon,  always  eager  to  outsmart

others,  plotted a tricky game. He thought he

could easily trick Buster in a game.
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"Buster, let's race!" Sheldon announced, a

glint  in  his  eye.  Buster,  trusting  and

enthusiastic,  barked  happily  and  agreed.  The

starting  line  was  set  near  a  lush  green

meadow.
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As  the  race  began,  Sheldon,  surprisingly

swift for a tortoise, darted ahead. He instructed

Buster to take the long route and followed a

secret shortcut. He was sure he would win.
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Buster, true to his word, ran the long way,

panting but determined. Sheldon crossed the

finish line with a smug look, claiming victory.

He felt proud of his deception.
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But  as  Buster  approached,  his  tail  still

wagging,  Sheldon saw the disappointment in

his friend's eyes. Buster, though confused, still

offered a friendly lick.  Sheldon began to feel

ashamed.
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Sheldon,  realizing  the  true  value  of

friendship,  confessed  his  shortcut  and

apologized. He learned that winning wasn't as

important as being honest and having Buster's

friendship,  they decided to play a new game

together with no shortcuts.
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