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Leo, a small boy with bright, curious eyes,
stood at the edge of a towering, shadowy
forest. The forest seemed to whisper secrets he
couldn't quite understand, and a knot of worry
tightened in his stomach. He clutched his
favorite stuffed animal, a fluffy bear named
Barnaby, for comfort, his heart pounding a

nervous rhythm.
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Inside the forest, the shadows danced and
twisted, taking on monstrous shapes that Leo's
Imagination conjured. He saw giant spiders
with glowing eyes and snarling wolves lurking
behind every tree. The air grew heavy with the
feeling of being watched, and Leo felt his fear

begin to grow, looming larger than anything

around him.
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Suddenly, a tiny spark of light flickered in
the darkness. It was a small, glowing firefly,
and it buzzed around Leo's head. The firefly,
which Leo named Lumi, seemed to understand
his fear, and it gently guided him deeper into

the forest, its light a beacon of hope.
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As Leo followed Lumi, the monstrous
shapes in the shadows began to shrink. He
realized they weren't so scary after all, just
illusions created by his own anxious thoughts.
He took a deep breath, and the knot in his
stomach loosened, replaced by a sense of

calm.
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Lumi led Leo to a clearing where a small,
sparkling pool of water reflected the stars. Leo
looked into the water and saw his own
reflection, but this time, he saw not fear, but a
brave, determined boy. He smiled, feeling a

new kind of strength blossoming inside him.
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Leaving the forest, Leo walked hand-in-

hand with Lumi. The forest no longer seemed

scary, but instead, a place of wonder and

possibility. Leo understood that the day fear

became small wasn't about the forest, but
about the courage he found within himself, a

courage he knew would always be there.
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